
David Lohman 

Belin-Blank Center & Iowa Testing Programs 

University of Iowa 



Defining terms 
·Screening (versus placement) 

·Identification (versus selection) 

·Gifted (versus talented) 

·Talent development services (versus gifted program) 

·Potential (versus accomplishment) 

·Fairness 

·Opportunity to learn  

·Normative Perspective 

·Appropriate level of challenge 

 



Basics of Screening 
·Know what you are screening for 

·Cast a broad net 
·Use multiple sources of information 

·%ÍÐÈÁÓÉÚÅ ȰÏÒȱ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ȰÁÎÄȱ 

·Measure critical aptitudes as reliably as possible 
·Domain knowledge & skill 
·More than tool skills  

·Reasoning abilities  
·More than one symbol system & test format 

·Interest, perseverance, creativity 
· Trained raters, behaviorally anchored checklists 

 

 



Ability Screening Options 

Short Screening Test  
Å Figural Reasoning only 
Å Ȱ#ÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÖÅȱ .ÏÎÖÅÒÂÁÌ 

Multiple Ability Placement 
Test (Ability Profiles) 

Multiple Ability Test (Ability 
Profiles) 



Construct over- or under-
representation 
·Over-representation (i.e., more than reasoning abilities) 

·Working memory, processing speed (dropped in WISC-IV 
GIA) 

·Under-representation 

·General ability (g) only 

· Profiles of reasoning abilities important for the most and least able 

· Especially for placement decisions 

·Only figural/spatial reasoning (e.g., Raven, NNAT, CogAT 
NV) 

· /ÂÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÓÃÏÒÅÓ Л Ç 
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Construct irrelevant sources of 
difficulty 
·Obvious 

·English language for ELL students 

·Reading for children who cannot read 

·Not so obvious 

·Unfamiliar test formats  

·Unfamiliar content  

· SES, gender, and regional differences 

·Only one kind of content or format  

 

 



Reducing construct-irrelevant 
sources of difficulty 

·0ÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÖÅ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ 
language(s) 

·E.g. Both English & Spanish (familiar teacher) 

·Repeat practice items, provide additional examples 

·More than perfunctory practice items/tests 

·The necessity of good practice tests 

·Better level the playing field  

·Can help teach more broadly useful thinking skills 



CogAT Form 7 Primary Levels 
Completely Revised to be ELL-Friendly 

·All required subtests use only pictures 

·Optional English/Spanish Sentence Completion 
subtest 

 



Bilingual, English/Spanish Primary 
Level Tests 

·Directions  for all tests in Spanish and/or English 

·Prompts for the optional Sentence Completion test 
(levels 5 ɀ 8) in Spanish and/or English 

·Not a just a translated test   
·Items for all tests in the Verbal Battery separately created 

within ELL and non-ELL groups,  

·Tests assembled from item that worked well in all groups. 

 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ELL teacher said the Spanish directions were the 
best he has seen for a testȦȱ 



Primary Battery 
CogAT6                         CogAT7 





Picture Analogies 

kitten Ÿ cat  : : puppy  Ÿ ?    
      
A  cow    B  dog      C  kitten  



 
 

Sentence Completion 
. 

Which one swims in the ocean? 
 ¿Cuál animal nada en el océano?  

A _________ swims in the ocean. 
 
A  cat             B  shark C  bird  



Picture Classification 

turkey  duck  goose  

 

A  sparrow     B  chicken       C butterfly    



Number Analogies 


